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Lors 
And the Lord ſaid, who then is that faithful and 
wiſe ſteward whom his lord ſhall make ruler over 
his houſhold, to give them their portion of meat 
in due ſeaſon ? bleſſed is that ſervaut whom his 
lord when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. 


F we look back to the preceeding part of this 
1 chapter we ſhall find our bleſſed Lord exhort- 

ing all his diſciples, of whatever rank, whe- 
ther thoſe of a more private capacity, or thoſe of 
a more publie ſtation of life, as. his ambaſſadors _ 
and ſervants in the miniſtry, and ſtewards of the 
myſteries of his kingdom; I ſay we find him ex- 
horting all his followers in general, to caſt their 
cares upon God; to make religion their great 
concern, from the 22. to the 34. verſe of this 
chapter: Take no thought, ſays he, ver. 22. for 
your life what ye ſhall eat, neither for the body 
what ye ſhall put on; which of you by taking 
thought can add one cubit to your ſtature? and 
ver. 30. For all theſe things the Gentiles, the nations 
of the world ſeek after ; but, ſays he, rather ſeek 
the kingdom of God and all theſe things ſhall be 
added to you; provide bags for yourſelves that 
wax not old, a treaſure in heaven that faileth not, 
where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupt + 
eth. From the 35. ver. our Lord exhorts all his 
followers, of whatever rank, whether they were 
his ſervants in the miniſtry, and ſtewards in the 
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myſteries of his kingdom, or only his children in 
a private capacity, to watchfulneſs: be ye, fays 
he, ver. 35. like unto men that wait for their lord 
when be will return from the wedding, that when 
he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him 
immediately: bleſſed are thoſe ſervants, whom 
the lord when he cometh ſhall find watching : and 
in ver. 40. he ſeems to addreſs himſelf particular- 
ly to his diſciples he had called in an extraordina- 


ry manner to the work of the miniſtry, and ſays 


to them, be ye therefore ready alſo. His apoſtle Peter 
obſerving this, that he applicd himſelf in his ad- 
dreſs in a peculiar manner, and with a ſpecial em- 
phaſis to his diſciples employed in the work of 
the miniſtry, took the freedom with his condeſ- 
cending maſter to put the queſtion to him, If he 
{pake that parable unto the diſciples in an extraor- 
dinary manner called to be the ſtewards of the 
myſteries of his kingdom ; or unto all Chriſtians 


in general that were che true diſciples of Chriſt ? Our 


Saviour in his anſwer to Peter lets him know, 
that tho' his awful exhortation to a conſtant 
watching and a habitual preparation for the com- 
ing of the Lord is what all the hearers of the 
goſpel are concerned in, and all ought in the 
whole tenour of their life to keep up ſach a frame 
and temper of mind, and maintain ſuch a courſe 
of evangelical obedience as they would deſire to 
be found in the exerciſe and practice of, when 


their Lord cometh to their particular judgment, 


( 


and puts the ſummons of death into their hands; 
I fay our Saviour lets Peter know, that, though 
this be the duty of all Chriſtians in general, yet 
it is in a more peculiar manner the duty of mi- 
niſters to be upon their guard, for they are 
watchmen by office, and they are called to rouze 
and keep others awake who are ready to ſlumber. 
It. muſt needs then þe in a very ſpecial manner 
criminal in them not to be ready and prepared 
for the coming of their Lord. Above all men they 
ought to watch. 'The Lord hath made them ſtew- 
ards in his family here below, and rulers over his 
houſhold, to give them their portion of meat in 
due ſeaſon: they have a public truſt committed to 
them beyond private Chriſtians. And it behoves 
them above all others to take heed to themſelves, 
and be always on their watch-tower, waiting 
for the coming of their Lord. It is of great im- 
portance to all Chriſtians to have their lamps trim- 
ed and their lights burning, and to be ready to 
go forth to meet the bridegroom when he cometh, 
and they hear his voice calling them to appear 
before his awful tribunal, before which high 
and low, rich and poor, great and ſmall muſt 
appear to give an account of their deeds done in 
the body, and the improvement or miſim- 
provement of the talents committed to them : 
but as thoſe whom the Lord has made ſtew- 
ards of his houſhgld and rulers in his houſe 
have more talents intruſted to them, it is 
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therefore of ſo much greater conſequenee, and 
ought to be of ſo much greater concern to 
them, to be found /o doing ; that is, keeping 
themſelves in a poſture of readineſs for the 
coming of their Lord, in the actual exerciſe of 
that duty, and employed'in that work that he has 
called them to- For as their reward will be 
in a ſpecial manner great upon being found /6 
doing at the coming of their Lord; ſo on the 
contrary, if they are found unfaithful ſervants, 
not expecting and waiting for the coming of their 
Lord, but laying afide the thoughts of it; as the 
fin of ſuch an unfaithful ſteward and undutiful 
watchman is in a peculiar manner aggravated, ſo 
his puniſhment will be. ſo much the greater, and 
proportionably heightned. 

Who then is that wiſe and faithful ſteward, whom 
his lord ſpall make ruler over his houſhold, to give 
them their portion of meat in due ſeaſon? bleſſed 
is that fervant whom bis lord when he cometh ſhall 
find fo doing. | 

In which words I ſhall take notice of three 
things as the general heads of my following diſ- 
courſe. In the firſt place we have the character, 
office, and work of a goſpel miniſter deſcribed 
to us: he is a ſteward, and made by the Lord a 
ruler over his houſhold ; and his employment and 
work is to give the houſhold of Chriſt their meat 
in due ſeaſon. Secondly, In theſe words we have 
the qualifications of a good ſteward, and one 
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whom the Lord has made ruler over his houſhold, 
and on whom he will beſtow the great reward 
when he cometh: and, firſt, he is deſcribed to be 
a faithful, and, /econdly, a wiſe ſteward: who 
then is that faithful and wiſe ſteward? Thirdly, 
We have the reward which his Lord, who made 
him ruler over his houſhold, and made him, by 
his grace, faithful, and gave him wiſdom, in ſome 
meaſure, to behave himſelf in the houſe of God, 
to his maſter's approbation, will beſtow upon 
him ; and that is, he ſhall. be bleſſed; bleſſed is 
that 4 whom his lord when he cometh ſhall 
find ſo doing: that is, keeping himſelf in a poſture 
of readineſs, and waiting in a faithful and prudent 
diſcharge of the duties of his miniſterial office, un- 
der the — and by the aids of divine grace, 
working in him both to will and to do; without 
which, who is ſufficient for theſe things? alas! 
who indeed? 

I return to the firſt of theſe, to explain the 
character, office, and work of a goſpel miniſter as 
he is here deſcribed to us. And in the firſt place 
he is deſcribed to be a ſteward: if he be a ſtew- 
ard, then he is not the lord of the houſhold himſelf, 
he is but his ſervant, put into that office by his 
Lord, to whom he muſt give an account of his 
ſtewardſhip, when the Lord cometh, and ſays to 
him by the ſummons of death put into his hand, 
that he ſhall be no longer ſteward. Let the 
ſtewards therefore of God's houſhold know them- 
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ſelves, let them not lord it over God's heritage, 
or a& in his houſhold as the lord of it, by doing 
or requiring any thing of the houſhold of God, 
or of any one of the houſhold of faith, but what 
they have a commiſſion from Chriſt their Lord, 
who made them ſtewards in his houſhold, to do 
in his houſhold and torequire of them. Let them 
not abridge the liberty of Chriſt's houſhold when 
he has not done it, let them neither command 
nor forbid, but where Chriſt their Lord has done 
it; otherwiſe they ſacrilegiouſly uſurp the place 
of the lord of the houſhold himſelf: it is his pri- 
vilege to give rules, and ſolely to direct how he 
would have his own houſhold managed. Let 
them therefore deliver nothing to his houſhold, 
but what they have received of the Lord; if they 
were ſtewards of the higheſt claſs and rank that 
ever Chriſt called to. that office, if they had even 
an extraordinary call to that office as the apoſtles 
had, yet it does not become them to lay their 
own commands on Chriſt's houſhold, or to re- 
quire them either to believe or practiſe any thing, 
where they have not a commiſſion from Chriſt for 
it, otherwiſe they teach for. doctrines the com- 
mandments of men. Chriſt being Lord only in 
his own houſe, none of his ſervants or ſtewards 
ought to uſurp dominion over the faith of be- 
lievers in Chriſt. They ſhould know themſelves 
to be only helpers. of their Joy. But tho' they 
are to deliver nothing to believers, but what they 
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have received of Chriſt, and are authorized by 
him to deliver, neither doctrine nor precept ; yet 
what they have received of him, and what they 
have a commiſſion in his word to deliver to them, 
that they ought to deliver, whether they will hear 
or forbear, they muſt declare the whole council 
of God, they muſt not baulk one hoof, even 
tho' they ſhould unjuſtly come under the re- 
proach of lording it over God's heritage, while 
they are only faithfully executing their commiſ- 
ſion as ſtewards, in points, doctrines and com- 
mands that Chriſt hath enjoined; which are a 
yoke, ſometimes grating and galling even to 
thoſe who in the main have ſubmitted as to eſſen- 
tials to the yoke of Chriſt otherwiſe ; but more of 
this when we come to the qualifications of a 
ſteward as being faithful. | 

But, /econdly, another part of the character of a 
goſpel miniſter, as he is here deſcribed, is, that he 
is made a ruler by the Lord of the houſhold : his bes 
ing a ſervant and ſteward is not inconſiſtent with 
his being alſo made a ruler; for as he is a ſervant 
of Chriſt, he is therefore bound only to enjoin 
what he commands, and to make his will the 
ſole rule of his duty; and as he is a ſteward to 
the houſhold, he is alſo their ſervant, but 
not to execute their commands; this would 
make the houſhold to be lord of the houſhold, 
which is groſsly prepoſterous. In this reſpect, 
they are only the ſervants of Chriſt in point of 
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obligation of executing his commands ; but the 
ſtewards are the houſhold's ſervants for Jeſus' ſake, 
in regard that they are appointed by the Lord of 
the houſhold, to give them their meat in due ſea- 
' ſon, and otherwiſe to rule them: ſo that they are 
the ſervants of the houſhold, not as being ſub- 
je& to their rule, and under an obligation to o—- 
bey their commands; for this would expreſsly 
contradict, and be inconſiſtent with their being 
made rulers over the houſhold themſelves; for it 
is incompatible to be both ruler and ſubject. Ru- 
lers then are only the ſervants of the houſhold, 
for their benefit, to do them good, as magiſtrates 
are the ſervants of the ſtate, not to take their or- 
ders from the ſubject, but to ſerve in an office 
that is beneficial to them: and the ſervice both 
of rulers in the ſtate, and in God's houſhold lies 
in rule, not in obedience to the ſubjet. And 
here it is fit to obſerve, that tho no member of the 
houſhold of Chriſt ought to take upon him the of- 
fice of a ſteward, who is not made ſo by the 
Lord, that is, according to his appointment, a 
ruler over God's houſhold ; yet every particular 
private member of the houſhold of Chriſt, as well 
as the ſtewards, have a judgment of diſcretion, by 
which they are to examine for themſelves, and 
as far as their own private caſe is concerned, what 
is ſet before them by their ſtewards, whether it 
be indeed the bread and meat that their-heaven- 


ly father has apppointed their ſteward to give 
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them, whether it be their portion allowed them 
by their father, or whether it is a portion of tho 
ſteward's own carving, and which he had no or- 
ders from the maſter of the houſhold to diſpenſe 
to any of the children of the family. If it is a. 
portion of the ſteward's own : carving, all the 
members of the houſhold.juſtly may abhor it; 
and if they do not reject it, they are the ſteward!s 


ſervants, and not the ſervants of Chriſt; and they 


perform obedience to their ſteward and ruler in 
an inſtance wherein they ought not to, obey, for 
tho' they ought. to obey them that have the rule 
over them, and are made their ſtewards, yet they 
are not to obey them farther than what they en- 
join and require is the command of Chriſt and 
farther than the ſtewards, and the rulers of 
Chriſt's houſhold, have authority from Chriſt, 
and a commiſſion from him to enjoin and re- 
quire. When any ſteward goes beyond his com- 
miſſion from the Lord of the houſhold, his au- 
thority and rule drops, and in that inſtance and 
particular caſe it is ſuperceded: for Chriſt never 
inveſted any ſteward, nor commiſſioned any am- 
baſſador, or ruler of his houſhold, to enjoin. their 
own commands, but only his; if he had, ſo far 
they would have been joined with himſelf, to 
ſhare with him of the honour: and dignity of be- 
ing co-maſters with Chriſt of, his houſhold; 

which is a dignity and honour too high for any 
linite creature to uſurp; an authority infinitely 
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above any mortal to be clothed with; for his 
glory he will not give to another. Y 

Now this judgment of diſcretion, whereby eve- 
ry private member is bound to examine, whe- 
ther what is required of him, be within his ru- 
ler's commiſſion to require, and obeys it on that 
account, becauſe it is within his commiſſion; 
otherwiſe it would not be an act of obedience 
and duty performed to God: I ſay, this private 
judgment, this judgment of diſcretion is a thing 
very different from the public judgment, the of- 
fice and miniſterial judgment of a ſteward; who 
is made an elder in God's houſhold, for the pri- 


vate judgment « of the members of God's houſe- 


hold, who are not ſtewards, nor made rulers 
therein, is only a rule to themſelves, and the 
meaſure of their own particular private actions. 
Nor is it deſigned to be any more by the Lord of 
the houſhold. But the office, and judgment of a 


ſteward; whom the Lord of the. houſhold has 


made a ruler, if his judgment, his public judg- 
ment, as a ruler, be conform to his commiſ- 
ſion, if it be according to God's will and his 
word, it is a rule of action not only to the ſtew- 
ard and ruler himſelf, but to thoſe, over whom 
the Holy Ghoſt hath made him overſeer, and giv- 
en him rule. And this his public judgment, as a 
ſteward, and as he is made a ruler in Chriſt's houſe- 
hold, is purpoſely deſigned and appointed by the 


Lord of the houſhold, for that end, and to an- 


. 
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ſwer that purpoſe, provided always it be accord- 
ing to God's will and word, this mult always be. 
taken in, But the private judgment of one, Who 
is not a ſteward, nor made a ruler in Chriſt's 
houſhold, tho' his private judgment ſhould be 
conform to the word of God, tho' indeed its con- 
formity to the word of God ought 'to make us 
follow it as a rule; yet as it is the judgment of a 
private perſon, not veſted with any authority - 
from God, to determine according to God's word, 
what is matter of faith, and to be a rule to o- 
thers ; I ſay, for want of this the private judgment 
of a private Chriſtian, has no binding force as 
ſuch, even as the judgment of a private, perſon. 
Whereas the public judgment of a ſteward hath, 
for the reaſon above aſſigned, even becauſe his 
public miniſterial judgment has the authority of 
God appointing it for that end, when it is ac- 
cording to God's word, even to be a rule to o- 
thers. 

Thus now we ſee, that the houſhold of God 
has order eſtabliſhed in it by its maſter: there are 
ſtewards and rulers appointed in it, and ſet over 
it by him, who is the only king of his church. 
He hath ſet up ſtewards and rulers, and command- 
ed elders to be ordained in every city, and in 
every church, he hath given rules in his word, 


, according to which alone, his ſtewards ought to 


rule, he hath bound the younger children of 
his houſhold and family, who are not accord- 


( 14 ) 
Ing to the order of his houſhold, that he-hath 
eſtabliſhed in his word, raiſed to the rank of ſtew- 
ards, rulers, or elders, or paſtors; elders, I mean, 
that labour in the word and doctrine eſpecially, I 
ſay, he hath bound all ſuch to obedience to thoſe, 
that are made by him, and according to his word 
and will, elders and rulers in his houſhold, Heb. 
Xil, 7. Remember them who have the rule over you, 
who have ſpoken to you the word of God, whoſe faith 


follow ; and ver. 17. Obey them that have the rule 


over you, and ſubmit yourſelves, for they watch for 


Hour ſouls, as thoſe that muſt give an account, that 


they may do it with joy and not with grief, for that 
is unprofitable for you ; and the elder that ruleth 
well is worthy of double honour : So we ſee there 
is an order and government in God's houſhold, 
and which ought by no means to be violated or 
diſturbed, either by the rulers themſelves, or by 
thoſe over whom they have the rule: but each 
ought to keep himſelf in that rank, that the 
Lord of the houſhold has in providence placed 
him, and in this conſiſteth the beauty and com- 
lineſs of Chriſt's church. Yet this beauty may be 


tarniſhed, and this glory of God's houſhold may 


be defaced. It may be defaced by the rulers and 
ſtewards themſelves, either by one elder and ru- 
ler of God's houſe, who labours in the word and 
doctrine, his uſurping a ſuperiority of rank above 


another, whom the maſter of the houſhold has 


placed all in an abſolutely compleat parity of 


( 1s ) 
rank and ſtation in his houſhold, whatever 4 
ſity of gift he may beſtow upon them. This 
ambitious affectation of ſuperiprity one above an- 
other, diſcovered itſelf very early, even among the 
apoſtles themſelves, thoſe extraordinary elders and 
rulers in God's houſe, and that too even when 
our Saviour was himſelf on the earth, which he 
checks in them, Mat. xx.. 25. Ye know, that the 
princes of the gentiles exerciſe dominion over then, 
and they that are great exerciſe authority upon them, 
but it ſhall not be ſo among you. The higheſt ruler, 
the ſteward of the higheſt rank, the Lord of the 
houſhold ever appointed in an ordinary way, is 
the elder that labours in the word and doctrine, 
the' ſteward of the myſteries of God, and of his 
manifold grace. And all ranks and degrees above 
this elder, this preſbyter, from the meaneſt dio 
ceſan biſhop, to that arch-traitor againſt Chriſt, the 
' pope of Rome, all thoſe ranks and orders are all 
deſtitute of authority from the Lord of the houſe- 
hold. My byethren, miſtake me not here, I 
would not claſs all dioceſan biſhops, who have had 
the ſame affectation of ſuperiority working and 
prevailing in them, that worked even in the apoſ- 
tles themſelves, I ſay, I would not claſs them in 
the ſame rank, in all reſpects, with antichriſt. Far 
from it, many of them have been, and are, I queſ- 
tion not, eminent, learned, and godly men: but 
this I aver, that this uſurping a ſtation and rank a- 
bove their preſbyters and elders, that laboured in 
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the wordand doctrine, was and is an uſurpation in 
them, and has no countenance from the Lord of the 
houſhold, and is a violation of the order and go- 
vernment of God's houſe, which he himſelf hath 
appointed; but not only may the order of God's 
houſe be violated by his ſtewards, rulers and el- 
ders, by an unwarrantable affectation of a ſupe- 
riority over one another; but they may alſo be 
guilty of diſturbing the order and government of 
God's houſhold, by impoſing upon their flock, 
and requiring of them, what they have no com- 
miſſion from their maſter to demand; in which 
caſe, all private Chriſtians have a ready and juſt 
anſwer to all ſuch unfaithful ſervants; for ſo far 
they are unfaithful, as they impoſe upon Chri- 


ſtians, what Chriſt himſelf has not required, I 


ſay, they have a ready and juſt anſwer, whether - 
it is better to obey God than man, judge ye? For 
it is plainly an obeying of man, rather than the 
maſter of the houſhold, the eternal God, to ſub- 
mit to any impoſition of man, let him be veſted 
with what authority ſoever he may pretend, in 
oppoſition and in contradiction to the authority of 
the maſter of the houſhold, of whom he holds 
any authority at all that he hath; even tho he be 
allowed to be, and really is, in the main, a faith- 
ful ſteward, and a ruler, and an elder in the 
houſhold of God in other reſpects. For every 
impoſition, eſpecially in a thing that is dubious, 
and of ſmall conſequence, tho' it ought to be op- 


CY 
poſed, and not ſubmitted to, yet it doth not 
make void the elder's, or ſteward's authority; in 
other reſpects, wherein he rules well, and accord- 
ing to his commiſſion. For in many things we of- 
fend all; and if; in the main, we are accepted of 
our Lord, bleſſed ſhall we be; notwithſtanding 
of the infirmity. But not only may the order 
and government of God's houſhold be violated 
and diſturbed, by its governors and rulers, elders 
and ſtewards, when corruption prevails in them, 


' who are men of like paſſions. with others. But 


alſo the order and government {of the houſhold of 
Chriſt may be diſturbed and violated, by the pri- 
vate members of the houſhold; and this may be 
done, when the younger brethren, who have no 
call, or authority from Chriſt, to be ſtewards, or 
rulers in God's houſhold, ſtep into the place and ſta- 
tion of the elder, and uſurp the authority of a preſ- 
byter ; and ſtepping out of his private ſtation, takes 
upon him to do things, that belong only to thoſe, 
who are ſtewards in Chriſt's houſhold to do; and 
that he hath commiſſioned. only the ſtewards and 
rulers appointed by himſelf to do. This has 
been the occaſion, very often, of diſturbances in 
churches; and it is a fin of more heinous agra- 
vation, far a private Chriſtian to uſurp the ſtation 
and rank of a ſteward, than for one ſteward to 
uſurp a ſuperiority over another: for the laſt is 
only an uſurpation of a degree of an office, but 


the firſt is an uſurpation of the whole office itſelf. 


(88 ) 
Secondly, Ptivate members of the houſhold may 
violate the order alſo of Chriſt's houſhold, by not 
ſabmitting to the juſt authority of their ſtewards, 
rulers, and guides, acting within their commiſſi- 
on, and faithfully diſcharging the duties of their 
function. 8 
But I come forward to explain the work of the 
ſteward, whom the Lord has ſet over his houſe- 
hold, and made him a ruler in it, as this work 
of the ſteward is deſcribed in our text: and it is 
to give them their portion of meat in due ſeaſon. 
All public inſtruction muſt be given, and the 
diſpenfation of both the ſeals of the covenant 
muſt be given by ſtewards, who have authority 
given them for that end; and private Chriſtians 
cannot take this their portion themſelves. But 


in order to open up this part of the text, 


ſhall take notice of the following things: In 
the firſt place, that which the ſtewards of 
Chriſt's houſhold give to them, it muſt be 
meat, not poiſon, it muſt be ſound doctrine, 
not error: the ſtewards of Chriſt's houſhold 
ſhould feed them with the ſincere milk of the 
word, the maſſy marrowy truths of the goſpel, 
that have heat in them, and not with the huſks 
of bare morality-or philoſophy, that have no ſub- 
ſtance in them to feed a hungry ſoul, in whom 
renewing grace has implanted a fpiritual appetite. 
It is the word of truth that they muſt divide, 
and divide rightly, ſo as to give every one a 
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proper portion ſuitable to their caſe, and the par- 5 
ticular exigency of their ſoul's wants, as it hal! 
pleaſe the Lord differently to work upon them ; 
either in their converſion at firſt, or in their edifi- 
cation afterwards. That only is the meat, that 
ſtewards ought to give the houſhold of God, 
which has a tendency, by the divine bleſſing, to 
ſupport the ſpiritual life in a believer, as our real 
meat is deſigned for the ſuſtenance of our real 
life. The ſteward is to ſet before them the 
bread of life, the bread that came down from 
Heaven, Jeſus Chriſt, is the true bread: they 
ſhould evermore give their flock this bread, and 
preach Chriſt to them, and him crucified. I de- 
termined, faith the apoſtle, to know nothing among 
you ſave Chriſt, Chriſt and him crucified. Chriſt 
crucified is the power of God, and the wiſdom 
of God; every thing elle is but droſs and dung, 
in compariſon of the knowledge of Chriſt, and 
him crucified. His fleſh is meat indeed, his 
blood is drink indeed. O let all the ſtewards of | 
God's houſhold, let all the ſtewards of the myſ- * 
teries of God, make it their great work to de- E 
clare this great myſtery of Godlinęſs, Gad mani- 
feſted in the fleſh, the benefits of his death and crofs, 
and the bleſſings of his purchaſe. O this! this is their 
important work, let them mind it: this is their 
meat, the childrens bread, the food of their 
ſouls, let them not defraud them of it; other- _ 
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wiſe they ſhall be found unfaithful, unwiſe ſtew- 


ards, and forfeit the bleſſing. 

But, /econdly, it is the duty of ſtewards, not 
only to give to the houſhold of Chriſt meat, but 
they ſhould give it with clean hands; they ſhould 
be holy, who bear the veſſels of the ſanctuary; 
the ſons of Levi thould be pure, holineſs becomes 
his ſervants ; they ſhould be holy unto their God, 
for they offer the bread of their God. Thoſe 
only, who are examples to the flock, ſhall reccive 
the crown of glory, when the chicf ſhepherd 
ſhall appear. The miniſters of Chriſt ſnould not. 
be among the number of thoſe, who /ay but 4» 
not, who bind heavy burdens upon others, but 
live licentiouſly themſclves. They who teach 
others, ſhould teach firſt themſelves. If a mini- 
ſter preaches, that men ought not to ſteal, he 
ought not to ſteal : thou that ſayeſt, a man ſhould 
not commit adultery, doſt thou commit adultery? 
Thou that abhoreſt idols, doſt thou commit ſa— 
crilege? it is quite out of character. It was the 
great fault of Eli's fons, that the foulneſs of their 
hands, the wickedneſs of their practices, made the 
ſacrifices of the Lord to be abhorred by the people. 
There can be nothing more detrimental to religion, 
than the bad examples, and ungodly converſati- 
on of miniſters : it makes people imagine there 
is nothing in it; that religion is all a jeſt. When 
they ſee thoſe, whoſe work and buſineſs it is, 
to preſs and inculcate it, live the very reverſe 
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of it themſelves This is the great ſource of 
deiſm that prevails ſo much this day, and ĩt hath 
the chiefeſt hand in it. | 

But, in the next place, as the ſtewards & | 
Chriſt's houſhould ſhould give to them their por- 
tion of meat from clean hands, ſo they ſhould 
give it in a decent not a dirty diſh: what I mean 
by this is, that miniſters ſhould not deliver the 
ſublime myſteries of God, in a way and ſtile, un- 
worthy of the ſolemn ſubjects they are treating 
upon: not that they are to affect a flaunting and 
florid ſtile, and ſet 2 diſh before God's children, 
who have ſpiritual appetites, that hath no food 
in it, and nothing but paint and garniſhing about 
its edges: this is not to feed the flock of God, 
which he hath purchaſed with his own blood, but 
to ſtarve them. But as their ſtile muſt rather be 
ſpiritual, than philoſophical, ſo they ſhould avoid 
a rude, a mean and creeping and vulgar ſtile; 
ſuch is quite unſuitable to the ſolemn, grand and 
awful doctrines of the goſpel; and has a tenden- 
cy to bring into more contempt, thoſe important 
things, that belong ſo neceſſarily to our eternal 
peace, which our native corruption is ſo ready of 
itſelf to make us neglect and deſpiſe. 

Tho' then the miniſter of Chriſt comes not 
to his people in words of man's wiſdom, and ex- 
cellency of ſpeech, to gratify an itching ear, or 
a vain heart, yet his ſtile ought to be ſtrong and 
manly, his words ſignificant and emphatical, and 
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* 22 * 
Nich as have an optitude in them; as means to 
reach the very heart, and not the ear only, when 


they are accompanied with the demonſtration of 
the ſpirit, and with power: which is abſolutely 


neceſſary to make a ſinner hear, ſo as that his 
ſoul may live, who is dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. 
But again, if the ſteward ſhould give the houſe- 
hold their portion in due ſeaſon, let him give it 
them warm: let it come from the heart, then it 


is moſt likely to reach the heart! When a mi- 


niſter is not affected himſelf with what he delivers, 
it is not likely his diſcourſe ſnould much affect 
his audience. It is moſt certain, that the work 
of converſion and regeneration, being a new cre- 
ation, is therefore the work only of God him- 
ſelt: And in this reſpect, Paul is nothing, nor is 
Apollos or Cephas any thing elſe, or any other 
than ſtewards of the houſhold of God; nothing 
but miniſters, by whom, as inſtruments in God's 
hand, we believe: he only is the efficient cauſe, 


and the work is beyond, infinitely beyond the 


power of man. Yet ſuch is the advantage of pa- 
thetical preaching, and ſuch is the intrinſic force 
of this unction, that it will bring men to ſuch a 


frame of mind, that they will not be far from 


the kingdom of God; and it is a fit means for 
cfficacious graee to work by, which alone can 
bring a ſinner actually into God's kingdom of grace, 
Tho' it is efficacious grace alone, that makes men 
altogether, yet this unction, this pathos in preach» 


C23) © 

ing, will almoſt perſuade them to 'be Chriſtians, 
In the laſt place, on this head, let no ſteward of 
God's houſhold give the children of the houſhold 
their portion of meat, without ſaying grace to it. 
I mean, that if miniſters would deſire their la- 
bours among their people to be ſucceſsful, let 
them be much upon their knees in wreſtling with 
God, for the bleſſing upon them. Tho Paul ſhould 
plant, and Apollos water, yet the increaſe muſt 
come from God; and therefore he ought to be 
ſought unto for it. Since God is the author of 
faith, at the firſt implanting of it in the heart, 
ſince he is the finiſher of it, in all the degrees of 
it, ſince he begins the good work, carries it on, 
and crowns it, therefore all faithful miniſters, all 
wiſe ſtewards, who are concerned for the intereſt 
of their maſter, and who aim at the good of 
ſouls, ſhould be earneſt at the throne of grace, 
for the divine bleſſing on their labouts. Would 
they bring home any loſt ſheep by converſion ? 
Would they be an inſtrument of feeding the 
ſheep of Chriſt, after they are brought home? 
Let them then eye the chief ſhepherd for both; for 
both depend on the efficacy of his grace. 

I come now to the third general head, which was 
to ſpeak to the two qualifications of a ſteward of 
the myſterics of God, mentioned in the text, faith- 
fulneſs and wiſdom. I have already- anticipated 
ſeveral things in the preceding part of my dife 
cqurſe, that might have come under theſe heads; 
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. I ſhall be ſo much the ſhorter on them. 
And in the firſt place, as to faithfulneſs, he that 
hath my word, faith the Lord, let him ſpeak my 
word faithfully, Jer. xxiii. 28. A faithful ſer- 
vant of Chriſt will preach the kingdom of God 
with all boldneſs; teaching thoſe things which 
concern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with confidence ; 
not fearing the face of man, not fearing the 
lols of his reputation, and falling under re- 
proach, or the loſs of friends, or outward eſtate ; 
not pleaſing men, but God, who trieth our 
hearts; not uſing flattering words, or a cloak of 
covetouſneſs, ſeeking glory of men, or any wile 
abuſing their power in the goſpel. Secondly, It 
is an eſſential ingredient in faithfulneſs, that a 
perſon be ſound in the faith. They that hold 
forth the word of God, muſt not handle the 
word of God deceitfully, but by manifeſtation 
of the truth. Me are not as many, faith the a- 
poſtle, who corrupt the word of God; our exhorta- 
tion is not of deceit, nor of uncleanneſs, nor of 
guile. A miniſter of Chriſt muſt cry aloud, and 
not ſpare in reproving ſin, if he would be found 
faithful: and he muſt rightly divide the word, if 
he would approve himſelf to God, a workman, 
that needeth not to be aſhamed, holding faſt the 
faithful word, that he may, by ſound doctrine, 
convince gainſayers: for there are many unruly 
and vain talkers, whoſe mouth muſt be ſtopped, 
and ſuch muſt be rebuked ſharply, that they may 
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bo found 1 in the faith. Finally, It is a neceſſary 
ingredient in a faithful ſteward, that what he = 


heard and learned himſelf of Chriſt, and his a- 


poſtles, that the ſame he commit to other faith- 
ful men, that are apt to teach others alſo ; not to 
novices, leſt being lifted up with pride, they fall 


into the MES I ee of the devil. Nor ought 


they to lay hands ſuddenly on any man, and un- 


| leſs they have proper evidence of ſuch ſufficiency 
in them, for theſe things they are called to, as 
is conſiſtent with that diſcharge of the duties of 


the miniſterial function, that is requiſite in this 
ſtate of imperfection, they ought not to or- 
dain them. But where they have, it is unfaithful- 
neſs to refuſe it: either from malice againſt the 
party to be ordained, or the people requiring it, 
or from any other ſiniſtrous and unjuſtifiable 
motive; and in ſo doing they have a ſinful hand in 
witholding from them their portion of meat, 
which no ſteward ſhall be able to juſtify another 
day, to his Lord, to whom he muſt give an ac- 
count. But, ſecondly, the other qualification here 
mentioned, is wi/dom: and indeed this is a very 
neceſſary qualification of a ſteward, in order to 
gain the ends of his office. He that would win 
fouls, had need to be wiſe : he muſt have wiſdom 
to ſeparate the clean from the unclean ; to know 
what isduty, and what is ſin; what is truth, and 
what is error; what is meat, and what is poiſon; 
what is milk, and what is ſtrong meat, otherwiſe ' 
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how ſhall he be able to contend earneſtly for the 
faith? How ſhall he be able to reſiſt gainſayers, 
and give his people proper warning, when a flood 


of error is breaking in, like a torrent, into a 


church? Unleſs he have the wiſdom of the ſer- 
pent, how ſhall he defeat the cunning of the 
foxes, that ſpoil the tender vines? Unleſs the 


| Reward has prudence, how can he duly obſerve 


the ſeaſon of appearing againſt error, that he may 


neither be too precipitant to ſpread the ſcandal 


of it, while it may be taken away in a private 
way; nor too flow to be fo filent, as to let it 
take a large ſpread, and gather too much head 
and ſtrength, Great wiſdom and prudence is al- 
ſo neceſſary in timing reproofs and admonitions, 
in adminiſtring comforts and corroſives, conſola- 
tions and cauſtics. Wiſdom is requiſite to direct 
us how to behave ourſelves towards our fellow 
ſtewards, that are carrying on the ſame work of 


the Lord with ourſelves ; and how to behave to- 


wards them that are without, and are enemies. 
In a word, there is no part of our miniſterial 
work, but requires wiſdom. O let us ſeek it of 


- God, we all lack it, and he is ready to give it, 


/ 


and not to upbraid or twit our weakneſs and 
want of it. Let us be more concerned to get 


wiſdom to rule the houſhold of God, than 


fleece his ſheep, then all that is neceſſary for us 


ſhall be given to us for time and eternity : for the 
Lord himſelf hath ſaid, ho is that faithful and 
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wiſe ſte ward, whom his lord ſhall make ruler over 
his houſhold, to give them their portion of meat in 
due ſeaſon? bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his lord 
when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing ; thus minding 
faithfully and wiſely his work. If he be bleſſed 
of his Lord who made him ruler over his houſe- 
hold, he is bleſſed indeed: his bleſſing is effec- 
tual wherever it lights. Such a wiſe and faith- 
ful ſteward is bleſſed with all that peace and tran- 
quillity of mind here, even in this life, which is 
the native reſult of a conſciouſneſs of heart up- 
rightneſs and ſincerity. Such a ſteward is bleſſ- 
ed even now, with that rejoicing of ſoul, which 
flows from the teſtimony of his conſcience, that 
in ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity, he has had his 
converſation in the world: he is bleſſed with the 
ſoul tranſporting, heart ſupporting proſpect, that 
having fought the good fight, and when he hath 


finiſhed his courſe, thenceforward there is laid up 
for him a crown of glory, which God, the 
righteous Judge, will 'give unto him at that day; 


All God's faithful ſervants, and children, mem 
bers of his myſtical body, ſhall ſhare in the ſame 


eſſentials of glory, and be bleſſed eternally. But 


there ſcems to be ſome peculiar accidental circum- 


ſtances in rhe glory: of the faithful ſteward, that 


will greatly add to the luſtre of his crown, his 


flock will be his crown of rejoicing in the day of 

Chriſt. It will be an additional concomitant of 

the faithful ſteward's glory, when he preſents the 
D | 
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children to the Lord, that God had given him, 
by making him the inſtrument of their converſion 
and edification : to hear one bleſſing the Lord 
for making him the means of tranſlating him 
from darkneſs, at his firſt converſion ; another 
praiſing God for delivering him from danigerous 
error: one for one advantage, and another for 
another they reaped from his wiſe and faithful 
miniſtry. But, that which will raiſe his glory to 


the higheſt pitch, is, the maſter's own approbati- 


on, well done good and faithful ſervant, &c. Thus 
theſe ſtewards, that are wiſe, ſhall ſhine, as the 
brightneſs of the firmament; and they, that have 
turned many to righteouſneſs; as the ſtars for ever 
and ever. 'The conſideration of which may well 
ſupport all faithful ſtewards, under all the trials 
they meet with, in the diſcharge of the duties of 
their function. And may the Lord give us grace to 
improve theſe conſiderations to that purpoſe; 
and may he bleſs his word, and to his name be 


praiſe. 
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S it is neceſſary that both the miniſters who 

are to join in my ordination, and the peo- 
ple who have invited me to be their paſtor, ſhould 
be fatisfied that I believe the doctrines of the 
goſpel; and as my people have had an opportu- 
nity of knowing my ſentiments, from a trial of 
ſeveral years; I have drawn up the following ac- 
count of my faith, for your ſatisfaction, my re- 
verend fathers, who are to ſet me apart for the 
work of the miniſtry. And I can call it my own, 
becauſe it is not what was inſtilled into my mind 
by education; but what I have learned from the 
holy ſcriptures, thro' the aſſiſtance of the good 
ſpirit of God, and a careful — to theſe 


ſacred oracles. 


I, I am fully perſuaded that the inviſible things 
of God, from the creation of the . world, are 
clearly ſeen, being made manifeſt by the things 


49 | 
which do appear: even his eternal power and 
God-head. But as in the preſent degenerate ſtate 
of mankind, they cannot arrive at the ſaving 
knowledge of God, by the force of unaſſiſted 
reaſon, which is greatly corrupted: he hath been 
graciouſly pleaſed to give us a revelation, contain- 
ing a full and perfect account of all that it was 
neceſſary for us to know concerning his being, 
providence, perfectioris, decrees, and the way to 
his favour. This revelation is contained in the 
ſeriptures of the old and new Teſtament, all 
which were given by inſpiration from God. 


II. I firmly believe all that we are taught in 
theſe holy books, concerning the bleſſed God. 
I acknowledge one only, living and true God, 
who is ſelf- exiſtent, all-ſufficient, infinite, eternal 
and unchangeable in his being, wiſdom, power, 
| holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs and truth. 


III. I learn alſo from the word of God, that 
there are three divine perſons, to whom all theſe 
glorious perfections are attributed; who are cele- 
brated with divine honours; partakers of the ſame 
moſt glorious nature; and Who are all equally 
the objects of religious worſhip and adoration. 
There are three that bear record in Heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy ſpirit, and theſe 
three are one. All men are commanded to ho- 
nour the Son, even as they honour the Father. 


(. 32] 

And they have the beſt foundation for aſcribing 
this honour to him, ſince by him were all things 
created; and he is before all things, and by him 


all things conſiſt. 


IV. I believe that God created all things by 
the word of his power, and to advance the glo- 
ry of his great name. He created man upright, 
and made him after his own image, in know- 
ledge, righteouſneſs and holineſs, with dominion 
over the irrational creation. 


V. The ſame reaſons which determined the 
ſupreme Being to create the univerſe, ſtill deter- 
mine him to govern it. His providence, which 
is only the execution of his eternal and unchange- 
able counſels, is moſt holy, wiſe, juſt and pow- 
erful. It extends to all his creatures, from the 
greateſt even unto the leaſt ; and takes particular 
notice of all their actions. His kingdom is an 
everlaſting kingdom, and his dominion ruleth o- 


ver all. 


VI. As I am taught by the inſpired volumes, 
I believe that our firſt parents, being enſnared by 
the wiles of the devil, ſinned againſt God, fell 
from his favour, and became liable to condemna- 
tion with all their poſterity, who are involved in 
their guilt, alienated from the life of God, and 
by nature dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, and the 
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children of wrath. So that we all have ſinned; 
and are become obnoxious to the ſentence of that 
law; which ſays, Curſed is every one, who con- 
tinueth not in all things that are written in the 
book of the law to do them. 


9 VIL In this wretched and deplorable di; 
on, muſt the human race have ever continued, 
if the ſupreme diſpoſer of all things, had not been 
pleaſed to chooſe a peculiar people, for diſplay- 

ing the glory of his rich, free and ſovereign grace, 

And to accompliſh their ſalvation, in a way con- 

ſiſtent with the ſanctity of the divine adminiſtra- 

tion, the bleſſed perſons of the Trinity entered in- 

to a covenant, in which each of them ſuſtains a 
particular character. This covenant, tho' it has 
been differently adminiſtered in the Patriarchal, 
the Jewiſh, and the Chriſtian diſpenſations, is 
ſtill for ſubſtance the ſame ; becauſe every diſpen- 
fation led the believer's views to Jeſus, who is the 


end of the law for righteouſneſs to jor and Gen- 
tiles. 


VIII. I am firmly perſuaded, that in conſe- 
quence of this covenant, the eternal Son of God, 
who was the brightneſs of his father's glory, and 
the expreſs image of his perſon, did, in the ful- 

neſs of time, take our nature. upon him, with all 

its ſinleſs infirmities; and was truly God and 


man in one perſon, tho' his natures are til] di- 


8 
ſtint. This glorious perſon is become our in- 
ſtructor. He, by his perfect obedience to the 
divine will, fulfilled all righteouſneſs ; and by his 
ſufferings in his ſoul and body, hath made full 
and compleat ſatisfaction to the divine juſtice for 
his people, and, purchaſed pardon and ung 


"_y in heaven for them. 


IX. As man, by the fall, has loſt al power 
to will any good, and cannot turn himſelf to 
God without divine influences: ſo the converſion 
of a ſinner is to be aſcribed intirely to the divine 
Spirit, whoſe proper buſineſs it is to convince of 
ſin, and to lead the awakened ſinner to the all 


ſufficient Redeemer. 


X. All theſe, whom God hath appointed un- 
to everlaſting life, he is pleaſed, in his own time, 
effectually to call, by his word and ſpirit, from 
a ſtate of ſin to a ſtate of ſalvation, by :Jeſus 
Chriſt. And this, as every thing elſe, ſprings 
intirely from his free and ſovereign grace. | 


\'% 


XI. I alſo believe that all, who are thus call- - 
ed by the grace of God, are juſtified thro faith 
in the rightcouſneſs of their Redeemer, . and 
have all their iniquities pardoned, for Ge _ | 
of that price he paid for them. 


XII. Thoſe who are juſtified, are thro' 4 di- 
vine grace, received into the family of God, and 
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have a right to all the privileges of his children, 
and if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and 


joint-heirs with Chriſt. 


XIII. They are further made holy by the influ- 
ence of the divine Spirit. The dominion of ſin 
is deſtroyed. And tho' their ſanctification is im- 
perfect in this life, yet ſin has no reigning power 
over them: nay, they grow in grace, perfecting 


holineſs in the fear of God. 


XIV. That faith, by which a ſinner is juſtifi- 
ed, is the gift of God, and a ſaving grace, where- 
by we embrace Jeſus, as he is offered to us in 


the goſpel, and reſt upon him alone for ſalva- 
tion. 


XV. I am alſo convinced, that repentance un- 
to life is a grace, by which a ſinner is enabled to 
forſake ſin, and to turn from it with all his heart 
unto the ſervice and obedience of the truth, as it 


is in Jeſus. 


XVI. I believe that good works, ſuch as we 
are enabled to perform thro' the divine Spirit, are 
neceſſary for all who have believed in Chriſt. For 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. Nay, 
to advance holineſs is the great deſign of the 


Chriſtian ſcheme, 


2 
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XVII. Thoſe who are called and juſtified by 
God, and ſanctified by his Spirit, ſhall, in conſe- 
quence of the immutable purpoſe of God, and 
the efficacy of his Son's blood, perſevere there- 
in unto the end, and be eternally ſaved. He 
will keep them by his almighty power, thro' 
faith unto falvation. They ſhall. never periſh, 
neither can any pluck them out of their Redeem- 
er's hand. 


XVIII. Such as truly believe in the Lord je- 
ſus, and love him with all their hearts, and en- 
deavour to walk in all good conſcience before 
him, may be certainly aſſured, that they are in a 
ſtate of grace, and may rejoice in the hope of 
the glory of God. And tho every believer is 
not always in this happy ſtate, yet it is attainable, 
and the duty of all to make their calling and e- 
lection ſure. | A. 


XIX. I believe that the body of Chriſt, which 
he hath purchaſed, is one: and all its members 
have communion with him, who is the head, 
and with one another, in faith, hope, and cha- 
rity. 


XX. I believe that Chriſt hath, for the edifi- 
cation of his body, inſtituted two outward ordi- 
nances, and theſe are Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper. They are ſeals of his covenant, and 
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1 
channels by which his grace is conveyed to his 
_ 1s 


XXI. Chriſt, who is the only king and head 
of his church, hath appointed paſtors to feed his 
people, to publiſh the glad tidings of ſalvation to 
them, and to adminiſter the ſeals of the covenant 
of Grace. The paſtors of his church, however 
they may differ in gifts and graces, are all equal 


with reſpect to authority. 


XXII. At death, the ſouls of men return to 
God who made them: while their bodies return 
to the duſt and ſee corruption, and remain in 
their graves until the laſt day, when they ſhall be 
raiſed again, ſome to honour and others to eter- 
nal — 


XXIII I believe that God hath appointed a 
day, in which he will judge the world in righte- 
ouſneſs by Chriſt, when he ſhall render unto 
every man according to his work, canvaſs every 
thought of our hearts, every word of our mouths, 
and action of our lives. 


XXIV. Then ſhall the wicked be turned into 
hell, and all the nations that forget God baniſh- 
ed for ever from the preſence of the Lord and the 
glory of his power: while the righteous ſhall be 
acquitted with honour, and received with accla- 


1 


mations into the kingdom prepared for them be- 
fore the foundations of the world, to live thro' 
eternal ages, rf in the favour and friendſhip 
of God. | 


This, my reverend fathers, is a conciſe account 
of that faith which I have learned from fcrip- 
ture; of that faith upon which I cheerfully reſt 
the ſalvation of my own ſoul ; and which I would 
therefore commend to my zeople, as the true way 
to the divine favour and everlaſting felicity. 'Theſe 
doctrines ſhall be my conſtant themes; and to il- 
luſtrate them, the buſineſs and . 1 wy 
life, | | 


THE”. 
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R. D. B. 


OV having this day ak a profeſſion of the 
faith of the goſpel, and declared your ac- 
ceptance of the office' of a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
from a regard to the glory of God and the good 
of ſouls, and being ſolemnly ſet apart to this of- 
fice, by prayer and laying on of hands; I would 
ſay to you, as the apoſtle directs the church at 
Collaſſe to ſay to Archippus their miniſter; 
Col. iv. 17. Take heed to the miniſtry which thou 
haſt received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it. | 
Here the office and work of the ſervants of * 

Chriſt in his church is called a miniſtry, deacon- 
ſhip, or ſervice, applied here, and in ſeveral pla- 
ces of the new Teſtament to the miniſtring in 
the word and ſacraments. Acts vi. 1. The ſame 
word is applied to. the ſupply of the poor. It 
im ports ſervice which is free, voluntary, and la- 
borious, on the part of him that performs it, and 
which is beneficial and relieving, on his part that 
receives it. This miniſtry is ſaid to be received 
in the Lord Chriſt, it is received from him, and 
executed by his authority. The duty, with re- 


— i 
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ſpe& to this miniſtry, is to take heed to it; 5. e. 

to attend unto, and ſeek after this charge and 
buſineſs. The end to be accompliſhed by taking 
heed to it is, that the ſervant of Chriſt may ful- 
fil it, or diſcharge all the partsand duties of it with 
care and diligence. Obſerve alſo, that this is a 
direction given by the apoſtle to the church of 
Colloſſe, that they ſhould ſay to their miniſter, 


Take heed to the miniſtry which thou ef received 


in the Lord,- that thou fulfil it. | 
As a miniſter ought to md over his * 


fo the people ought to watch over him; not to 


catch at, or curiouſly obſerve his failings, in or- 
der to reproach him, but to prevent his falling, 


and to aſſiſt him in his work, in the way that is 


proper to them, and to excite and quicken him 


to diligence in his work. The treaſure being in 


earthen veſſels, they have no ſufficiency of them- 
ſelves, their furniture muſt come from Chriſt; and 
the prayers and- other endeavours of the people 
are one means whereby their furniture is con- 
_ 


| What I f further propoſe, R. B. ſhow your 
AireQion and aſſiſtance in the work you have un- 
— is, | 


L To peak of the nature of the office of 
Chriſt's ſervants in his church. 
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II. Of the; work of the miniſtry which you 


have n 


18, of king heed to the miniſtry and ful. 
| billing it. 


1. Of the church's duty to 1 to their mi- 
niſters, Take heed, &c. 


I. Of the nature of the office of Chriſt's 
ſervants in his church. Tis a miniſtry or ſervice, 
which is free, voluntary, and laborious. Con- 


cerning the nature of this office, 
Obſerve 1. It is a miniſtry, not a lordſhip: the 


names and titles given to miniſters in ſcripture 
point them out to be ſervants of Chriſt and his 
church, for his glory and their good. They are 
called biſhops.; and this is: the higheſt title that 
any profeſſing to be ſervants of Chriſt, in the work 
of the goſpel, take to themſelves among Pro- 
teſtants. Now the word biſhop ſignifies an over- 
ſeer, a ſervant appointed by Chriſt to overlook 
and watch over the flock, to go before them in 
all ordinances, and to fee that every thing be 
done in the church according to the mind and will 
of Chriſt. And if at any time there be titles 
given to them, which import rule, authority, 
and dominion, Chriſt teaches them, that they 
muſt not exerciſe their power, in the manner the 
kings of the carth manage their authority. 


Ui oF + 

Luke xxii. 25, 26. The kings of the Gentiles exer- 
ciſe lordſhip over them, but ye ſhall not be ſo, And 
he diſcharged his diſciples from being called lords, 
or maſters, Mat. xxiii. 8. Oc. that is, he forbids 
them to take upon them to teach, ' command, or 
appoint, what he hath not revealed, appointed, 
or required. 'They muſt not be lords over God's 
heritage, but ſhepherds-to feed and watch over 
the flock, and to be helpers of their joy. Re- 
member then, R. B. your office is not a lordly 


authority, but a ſervice for the glory of God, 85 


and the good of ſouls. 

Obſerve 2. This office is a miniſtry and * 
which muſt be performed with toil, pains, and 
labour: hence miniſters of Chriſt are called la- 
bourers. Luke x. 2. Pray the lord of the harveſt, 
that he would ſend forth labourers into his harveſt. 
It is a work that requires pains and diligence 
in prayer, preaching, warning, and inſtructing 
every one as opportunity offers; a work that re- 
quires our time and ſtrength. See then D. B. that 
you be a labourer, not an idler in God's vineyard ; 
that you offer not to the Lord and his people, 
that which coſt you little or nothing. I ſay to 
you in the words of the apoſtle, 1 Tim. iv. 15. 
Meditate upon theſe things, give thyſelf wholly: to 
them, that thy profiting may appear to all. 'Paul 
expreſſes his diligence and ervency. in his wary 
by . in birth. Gal. iv. 19. 


%. 
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Obſerve 3. It is a miniſtry, which is received 
from God, the Father, Son, and Spirit. The 
beſtowing this miniſtry is the work of all the di- 
vine perſons; the Father ſends forth labourers, 
the Son ſends miniſters, as the Father ſent him, 
Fohn xx. 21. and the holy Ghoſt alſo calls them 
to the work, As. xiii. 2. 
No man hath any natural right in himſelf to 
be a miniſter in Chriſt's houſe ; no more than 
| any neighbour hath authority to act, as a ſteward, 
in gnother man's houſe, No man, nor focie- 
ty of men can give this authority of a miniſter, 
of ſteward in God's houſe; the authority | muſt 
be received from the Lord of the houſe. And 
he beſtows this authority, by giving a diſpoſition 
and inclination to the work, by giving abilities 
in ſome meaſure for it, and by opening a way, 
or giving an opportunity in his providence, for 
his being employed in this work. That which 
miniſters do in this caſe, is to teſtify, that they 
look upon the perſon to have received the office 
from God, that he hath called him to the work, 
and to ſeparate him to the work by prayer, &c. 
and recommend him to the grace of God. That 
which a church do, in chooſing and calling a 
perſon to miniſter in holy things among them, is 
a declaring that they look upon Him to be called 
of God to the work, and that they call and in- 
vite him to the exerciſe of the miniſtry among 
them: Now, R. B. as we hope you have receiv- 
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ed this miniſtry from God, ſo you muſt look to 
him for ſupplies of grace, to enable you to ful- 
fill it, and give you ſucceſs in it; and remember 
you mult be accountable to him for your faith- 
fulneſs and diligence, in the execution of this 
truſt. 

Obſerve 4. That it is a miniſtry which is re- 

ceived in the Lord: this, I think, includes or 
points out theſe two things. | 

1. That it is only in and through Chriſt, and 
for his ſake, that this miniſtry is beſtowed upon 
any of the children of men. Jeſus. Chriſt hath 
purchaſed all bleſſings and benefits for his peo- 
ple; in conſequence of which purchaſe, he hath 
recęived gifts for men, and beſtows theſe gifts 
upon men, for the work of the miniſtry, and 
for the edifying of his body. 

2. The receiving this miniſtry 1 in the Lord! in- 
cludes, that a man muſt be in Chriſt before he 
receive this miniſtry : he muſt be in Chriſt by a 
viſible profeſſion, or by real vital union. One, 
who is declared and manifeſted by his converſa- 
tion, to be a ſervant of ſatan, who is not in 
Chriſt, and belongs not to his kingdom, but to 
the kingdom of darkneſs, cannot receive this mi- 
niſtry. Paul was called to be a Chriſtian, be- 
fore he was called to be 4 miniſter. All, that ad- 
venture on this work, ſhould have ground to 
think, that they are true Chriſtians ; otherwiſe . 
they have no ground to expect, that they ſhall 
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be of any uſe in the miniſtry, or that they ſhall 
enjoy any comfort in it. One may be a miniſter 
of Chriſt, and receive this miniſtry from him, who 
is not a true Chriſtian, as Judas did: but, I think, 
I may with the greateſt confidence aſſert, that 
never any received this miniſtry from the Lord, 
that were not in Chriſt by a viſible profeſſion, 
not contradicted in the converſation. You ought 
therefore, R. B. to look after clear ſatisfying 
evidences of your being in Chriſt ; that you may 
be encouraged-to go on in your work, and have 
ground to expect acceptance of your work. 


II. The work and ſervice that a miniſter of 
Chriſt is intruſted with the management of : that 
is, the declaration of the whole counſel of God. 
Acts. xx. 27, It is to preach the kingdom of God; 
to ſhew to ſinners their ſinfulneſs and mifery by 
nature and practice; to publiſh ſalvation to loſt 
{inners; to preach repentance, and the remiſſion 
of ſins; to teſtify unto all repentance toward God, 
and faith toward the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : it is to 
reveal and make known the perfect righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, as the ground of a ſinner's pardon, and 
acceptance with God; to adminiſter the ſacra- 
ments, c. but, as theſe things muſt be ſpoken 
to under the next head, I paſs them at preſent. 


III. What it is for a perſon to take heed to 
his miniſtry that he may fulfil it, 
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1. What is implied in _—_ heed to the mi⸗ 
niſtry. Rien IN 
2. What it is to fulfil it. | 
1. Taking heed to the miniſtry ca the 
watching againſt, and avoiding: theſe things that 
may divert the mind from taking heed to the 
miniſtry: ſuch as immoderate love to the things 
of this world. Tis given as part of the charac- 
ter of falſe teachers, Phil. iii. 19. that they. Mind 
earthly things. If a perſon's heart be ſet, upon 
carthly. things, he cannot attend unto the wogk 
of the miniſtry in a right manner: for no man 
can ſerve two maſters, when their commands and 
intcreſts are oppoſite one to another. If a per- 
ſon be entangled with the things of this world, 
this will be a great hindrance to him in the per- 
formance of his work. 2 Tim. ii. 4. No man that 
warreth entangleth himſelf with the affairs of this 
life. As a ſoldier, going to the field of battle, 
leaves his worldly! concerns to be managed by o- 
thers, ſo the ſoldiers of Chriſt, his miniſters, 
ought to entangle themſelves, as little as may be, 
with worldly things. They ought alſo to beware 
of the immoderate uſe of the enjoyments of life. 
Luke xxi. 34. Take heed to yourſelves leſt at any 
time your hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting ami 
drunkenneſs, If Chriſt ſaw it neceſſary to warn 
his apoſtles againſt theſe things, this gives me 
ground to warn you, D, B. to beware of theſe, | 
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and all other things, that may hinder you in ful- 
filling your miniſtry. 

2. Taking heed to the miniſtry indhades at- 
tendance to theſe things, that may be helpful to- 
wards the due diſcharge of the duties of the mi- 
niſterial office. R. B. Take heed to your heart, 
that it be right with God; keep up a due ſenſe 
of the importance of ſpiritual and eternal things 
upon your own ſoul. This will engage you to 
prapoſe theſe things with greater fervency and 
earneſtneſs to others: and as you have no ſuffi- 
ciency of yourſelf, remember that your ſufficien- 
cy is of God, depend on Jeſus Chriſt for his aſ- 
ſiſtance. Be much in prayer to God, that he 
may direct you to theſe things, that may be moſt 
uſeful and neceſſary for your people: pray for aſ- 
ſiſtance in the management of your work, and 
for ſucceſs in your endeavours. Take heed to 
the word of God as your rule. See that the 
things, which you deliver, be founded upon, 
and agreeable unto God's word. Scarch and 
ſtudy the ſeriptures diligently; be much on theſe 
things, that your profitting may appear unto 
all. 

2. What it is to fulfil the miniſtry you have 
received in the Lord. It is to perform the work 
and ſervice of a miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
which we hope you have received of him. 1 
would therefore, in the words of the apoſtle to 
Timothy, 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. charge you before God 
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and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge all man- 
kind, preach the ꝛuord; be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of, 
ſeaſon ; reprove, Oc. and in the words of the 
fame apoſtle, 2 Tim. ii. 15. Study to ſhew thyſelf 
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth ; 
giving a portion to ſinners and ſaints, to hypo- 
crites, to the profane, and to the ſincere. I can- 
not think that one divides the word of truth in a 
right manner, who directs his diſcourſe to. all his 
hearers, as if they were believers in Chriſt, and 

true Chriſtians, 
Preach the kingdom of God, and the things 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt. We find in the A&s 
of the apoſtles, that the firſt miniſters of the goſ- 
pel | preached Chriſt, Ads v. 42. They ceaſed 
not to teach and preach Jeſus Chriſt, Acts viii. 35. 
Philip preached unto him Jeſus. Adds ix. 20. 
And ſlraightway Suul preached Chriſt in the ſyna- 
gogues, that be is the Son of God. See alſo 1 Cor. 
i. 17. and ii. 2. It was by the preaching of Chriſt, 
that Chriſtianity prevailed -againſt the idolatry, 
profaneneſs, and wickedneſs of the world; there- 
by the religion of Jeſus was eſtabliſhed in the 
world, and true goſpel holineſs generally prevail- 
ed among theſe that profeſſed faith in Chriſt. It 
is by the declaration of the ſcripture doctrine 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt, and ſalvation through 
him, that true godlineſs is revived, and Chriſti- 
anity reſtored, when it falls under decay: ckere- 
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by a ſinner is brought to believe unto ſalvation; 


and thereby the faith of ſaints is ſtrengthened and 


inereaſed. Chriſt is the text, which every goſpel 


miniſter ought to inſiſt upon; all his diſcourſes 
| ſhould have a reſpect to him. If the ſubject di- 


rectly tend to the conviction of a ſinner, of the 
evil and danger of ſin, the end of ſuch a diſcourſe 
is, that the ſinner, being convinced of ſin, may 
fly to Chriſt, who delivers from the wrath to 


come. If the diſcourſe be upon the duties of 


goſpel holineſs, ſtrength to perform holy obe- 


dience muſt be derived from him, and obedience 


muſt be performed to his commandments, in gra- 


titude and thankfulneſs, for the ſalvation purchaſ- 
ed by his blood, and applied by his ſpirit. 

More particularly, R. B. if you would fulfil 
your miniſtry, as a faithful and wiſe ſteward, 
you muſt, 

1. Preach the law as a covenant of works, and 
declare that the law, that all mankind are under 


by nature, requires perfect obedience to every 


precept, and threatens death and the curſe againſt 
every act of diſobedience, or want of conformi- 
ty to it. This you ought to publiſh and declare; 
not that men may ſeek to be faved by their obe- 
dience unto it, but that they may ſee it to be a 
miniſtration of condemnation to them. 2 Cor. iii. 


9. That they may ſee that they are under the 


curſe of the law, and that they cannot be juſtifi- 
ed by their own works, or obedience to any law 


( 49 ) 

properly ſo called. Gal. ii. 16, You ſhould ſhew 
theſe that deſire to be under the law, what it 
faith to him: Gal. iv. 21. 30. The law fays, caſt 
out theſe that ſeek pardon and acceptance there- 
by, for they cannot ſhare of the inheritance with the 
children of promiſe : and that it was added to the 
promiſe, fo reſtrain fin, and to convince of tranf< 
greſſions, that ſinners might ſee their need of the 
promiſe, as the only way of deliverance. Endea- 
vour to perſuade finners, that they are in a. loſt 
miſerable condition ; and that they are unable 
to relieve themſelves from their miſery, or im- 
prove the remedy, God hath provided, withour 
the drawing of the father. John vi. 44. 

2, If you would fulfil your miniſtry, you 
muſt preach the goſpel. 1 Cor. i. 17. Chriſt ſends 
his ſervants not ſo much to baptize, as to preach 
the goſpel, to declare the way of ſalvation through 
the obedience and death of Chriſt, to open up 
this way of falvation in the ſpring and riſe of it, 
in the everlaſting covenant between the Father 
and the Son. P/al. Ixxxix. 3. J. liii. ro. The con- 
dition of this covenant, is, Chriſt's fulfilling all 
righteouſneſs, making his ſoul an offering for ſin: 
the promiſes of this covenant, are all the bleſ- 
{ings that ſinners need in order to everlaſting hap- 
pineſs, comprehended in that expreſſion, he ſhall - 
ſee his feed, and that as the great encouragement 
to ſinners to join themſelyes to the Lord, becauſe 
the everlaſting covenant ſtands firm and fhall never 
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be forgotten. Fer. l. 5. You muſt preach ' Jeſus 
Chriſt as the' new covenant head, the treaſury, 
ſtore-houſe and fountain of all bleſſings. J xlii. 6. 
In whom there is all fulneſs for the ſupply of the 
wants and neceſſities of ſinners. You muſt de- 
clare him in the glory of his perſon, as true God 
and man, in the fulneſs and ſuitableneſs of his 
offices, of prophet, prieſt, and king, as containing 
ſupplies for all our wants. You ſhould publiſh 


the bleſſings of the covenant, Chriſt's righteouſ- 


neſs as a robe of falvation, 'To miniſter, pro- 
poſe, preſent, and, as it were, give out this righ- 
teouſneſs to ſinners, as the foundation of their 
pardon, peace and acceptance, as righteous in 


God's ſight is one great end of the goſpel miniſ- 


try. 2 Cor. iii. 9. there the goſpel is called the 
miniſtration of righteouſneſs: to preach repen- 
tance and remiſſion of ſins in his name, and that 
all bleſſings are to be received out of his fulneſs, 
John i. 16. You muſt alſo call, invite, beſeech, 
and entreat ſinners to come to Chriſt for reſt; 
yea compel them to come in, by all the reaſons 
and arguments, that the ſcripture furniſhes us 
with. | „1 

3. If you would fulſil your miniſtry, you muſt 


open the nature and neceſſity of regeneration, 


without which none can ſee nor enjoy the king- 
of God, that a man muſt be born of the ſpirit, 
created in Chriſt Jeſus, declaring the nature of 
this change on the whole ſoul, and the effects of 
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it in the life and converſation. The nature and 
neceſlity of faith, as the means of our actual en- 
joyment of Chriſt and his fulneſs, muſt be de- 
clared, as alſo the nature and neceſſity of re- 
pentance unto life, as the certain fruit aud effect 
of true faith. 

4. In order to fulfil your miniſtry, you muſt 
open the nature and neceſſity of goſpel holineſs; 
without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord ; teſti- 
fying, that theſe which have believed in God, 
muſt be careful to maintain good works, Titus iii. 8. 
ſhewing that goſpel holineſs can only follow true 
faith in Chriſt, and that it muſt be derived from 
Chriſt, by faith, as its principle ; performed from 
a regard to his authority, as the reaſon of o- 
bedience ; proceed from a reſpe& to his. com- 
mandment and example, as the rule, and directed 
to his glory as the end of all acceptable obedicnce 
to the law; that believers-muſt walk in newneſs 
of life, performing the new obedience of ſons, 
and not the old obedience. of ſlaves, from fear 
of puniſhment, or of ſervants, that they may pur- 
chaſe a reward by their works. 

R. B. You mult take ſpecial care in your mi- 
niſtry, that you confound not the law and the 
goſpel; that you turn not the goſpel to a ne de- 
viſed covenant of works, requiring, ſay ſome, 
faith, repentance, and ſincere obedience, as the 
condition of it, or requiring, as others ſay, re- 
pentance, and perſeverance in obedience, You 
| G 
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muſt beware of this as a perverting of the goſpel 
of Chriſt, and making Chriſt of none effect, it 
robs Chriſt of his glory, and ſinners of their hap- 
pineſs. A ſcribe, well inſtructed into the king- 
dom of heaven, ſays, The dotrine of ſalvation 
* by ſincere obedience, which was invented a- 
* painſt the Antinomians, may well be ranked a- 
* mongſt the worſt Autinomian errors. For my 

part, adds he © I hate it with a perfect ha- 

*tred, and I count it mine enemy, as I have 


4 found it to be. And J have found, by ſome 


good experience, the truth of the leon taught 
* by the apoſtle, Rom. vi. 14. that the way to be 
. * From the dominion of Jin, is not to be under 

* the lau, but under grace. 

5. To the fulfilling the miniſtry, belongs the 
adminiſtration of the ſacraments of baptiſm; and 
the Lord's ſupper. And in order to manage this 
part of your work in the beſt manner, you muſt 
endeayour by all means, that the perſons you ad- 
miniſter theſe ordinances unto, be qualified ac- 
cording to the ſcripture rule: e. g. that theſe, 


whoſe children you baptize, underſtand ſome- 
thing of the doctrine of falvation through Chrilt ; 


that they aſſent to this way of falvation ; that they 


are engaged, or are willing to engage in the du- 
ties of religion, and that they have a ſober, order- 
ly converſation. On occaſion of the adminiſtra- 
tion of theſe ordinances, you ought to ſhew the 
nature and ends of them, that they are deſigned 
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to ſhew, and repreſent the way of ſalvation to 
the eyes and other ſenſes ; that they are a means 
for helping and aſſiſting faith; for confirming the 
promiſes, and conveying the bleſſings promiſed. 
Unto this I add the great work and duty of ca- 
techiſing, which is no leſs neceſſary than public 
preaching. We arc, by nature, wholly igno- 
rant of the way of ſalvation by Chriſt; there is 
no attaining to knowledge without diligent appli- 
cation; and catcchiſing is, in a fort, the only 
means to engage children and youth to diligence, 
in obtaining the knowledge of the doc- 
trine of Chriſt, Where catechiſing is ne- 
glected, people may ſit under the preaching of 
the goſpel for many years, and know very little 
or nothing of the way of falvation, as laid down 


in the book of God. I hope, B. you will take 


care to feed the lambs of the flock, and bring 
them to the knowledge of falvation, through Je- 
ſus Chriſt in their early years. Thus I have pro- 
poſed to you ſome inſtances, wherein you ought 
to fulfil your miniſtry in public. 

But a miniſter's work lies not all in public. 
You muſt alſo endeavour to fulfil your miniſtry, 
by viſiting your charge: giving them private ex- 
hortations, and occaſional inſtructions, as you 
find their particular circumſtances require; en- 
quiring into their ſoul's ſtate and condition, and 
what concern they are under about ſpiritual and 
cternal things; and when you hear, or know of 
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any thing amiſs in their conduct, that you re- 
prove and rebuke them, and endeavour to reſtore 
them in the ſpirit of meekneſs. You muſt alſo 
be a pattern and example to all, in an holy, 
blameleſs converſation. 1 Tim. iv, 12. Be thou an 
example of the believers, in word, in converſation, 
in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. This 
will enable you to reprove and exhort with more 
confidence, and will engage every one to ſhew 
more regard to your inſtructions, in public and 
private, Further, you muſt be much in prayer 
for your people. Col. iv. 12. Epaphras was much 
in fervent prayer for the Coloſſians, Our work is 
ſucceſsful only by the bleſſing of Chriſt, and 
therefore we muſt ſeek to him for his bleſſing, to 
make our labours effectual for conviction, conver- 
ſion, and cdification. The defence of the doc- 
trines of the goſpel againſt all errors, eſpecially 
ſuch as your own flock are in danger of being 
enſnared by, belongs alſo to your fulfilling your 
miniſtry. Concerning theſe, and all the other 
branches of a minifter's work, contained in the 
ſcripture, I charge you, as Paul does Timothy, 
1 Tim. vi. 13. 20. before God, who gquickeneth all 
things, and before Chriſt Jeſus, who before Pon- 
tins Pilate wiinefjed a good confeſſion ; that you 

rep this commandment witheut ſpot, unrebukeable, 
; until the appearing of Jejus Chriſt. Keep that 
qwhich is cenmittcd to thy tr! fs v oiding 8 
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and vain babblings and of. tions of ſcience, falſe: ' 


by fo called. 


IV. Of the duty of a church to ſay to their 
miniſter, Take heed to the miniſtry which thou haſt 
received in the Lord, to fulfil it. Thus the church 
at Coloſſe was directed to ſay to ,Archippus their 
miniſter. I think it imports and includes theſe 
— things. 

. That the church ſhould provide a comfort- 
able and honourable ſupply of temporal things 
for their miniſter, according to their ability. If - 
he muſt take heed to his miniſtry to fulfil it, and 
give himſelf wholly to theſe things, and ought 
not to be entangled with the things of the world ; 
if elders, that labour in the word and doctrine, 
are worthy of double honour ; that is, that they 
have a ſufficient ſupport of outward comforts of 
life; it concerns the church to endeavour, that 
he may ſerve the Lord without diſtraction. If a 
miniſter be ſtraitned in worldly circumſtances, it 
muſt be a conſiderable diſtraction to him in his 
work. But, as churches and congregations are 
generally liberal in this matter according to their 
ability, I add no more upon this ſubjeR. 

2. This charge to the church includes, that 
they ought to help and aſſiſt him in his work, in 
the way proper to them, by praying for him, A 
miniſter needs the prayers of his people, We 
find the apaltle Paul frequently 9e rng the 


ä 
prayers of the churches to whom he writes; and 
if he needed the prayers of others, much more 
do ordinary miniſters need this aſſiſtance. Again, 


people may be helpful to their miniſters in teach- 


ing and inſtructing their children and ſervants, in 
the principles of religion; directing them unto, 
and aſſiſting them in the performance of religious 
duties, and reſtraining them from things that are 
evil. Further, they may be aſſiſting, by admo- 
niſhing and reproving theſe that walk diſorderly, 
and quickening each other to duty : this is what 
belongs to every Chriſtian to do. Heb. iii. 13. 
Exbort one another daily, leſt any of you be hardened 
through the deceitfulneſs of ſin. Heb: xii. 15. Lool- 
ing diligently, leſt any man fail of the grace of 
God, &c. Mild, brotherly admonition and re- 
proof in private, may be of great uſe to prevent 
ſin, or to reſtore one that is overtaken with a 
fault, 

3. A people ſaying to their miniſter, Take 
heed, &c. includes, that they ſhould obſerve his 
doctrine and conduct, to animate and encourage 
him to maintain the truth, to fulfil his miniſtry, 
and to avoid any thing offenſive in his converſati- 
on. Brethren, we are men of like paſſions with 
you, we are in danger of being tempted, or 
drawn aſide from the ways of truth and holineſs ; 
it belongs to you, in obedience to the divine 
command in the text, to ſay to us, Tate heed ta 
the miniſtry ye have received, and to warn us in 
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love, when there appears to be any neceſſity for 
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But people may think this is what they have 
no concern with, and miniſters perhaps may 
think, that people ought not to meddle in what: 
reſpects: them. But, brethren, it is your duty 


to ſee that truth be maintained among you. 
Phil. i. 27. Strive together for the faith of the goſ- 


peel. Jude v. 3. Contend earneſtly for the faith. Can 
you maintain the truth, if your miniſter ſhould 


preach contrary to it, and you warn him not a- 


gainſt it? Miniſters of the goſpel ought, in a ſpe- 


cial manner, to keep the treaſure of goſpel truth 


with all care and diligence : and yet theſe, that 
bear that charaRer, are commonly the corrupters 


of it. Corruption in doctrine, ordinarilfhegirs 
among miniſters ; and is by fem diffuſed among 


the people. F alle doctrine produces wickedyeſs i in 


prafice: the wickedneſs of the people is a rempta- 
tion to the miniſter to comply with them in their 
evil ways: thus they corrupt each other; and by 


this means, the church of God becomes the 


ſynagogue of fatan. But, beloved, I hope bet- 
ter things of you, and things that accompany 
falvation ; that your paſtor will be diligent in his 
buſineſs ; and that you will attend to your work 
alſo, that ſower and reaper may rejoice together. 
Now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to 


the word of his grace, which is able to build , 
you up, and give you an inheritance among all 
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RF that are Andie. And may the God of 


grace, that brought again from the dead, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that great ſhepherd of the 


ſheep, .through the blood of the everlaſting cove- 


nant, make you perfect in every good work to 


do his will, working in you that which is good, 


and well pleaſing in his fight, - through Teſs 


Chriſt; to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. TER N 


